
 
Pathway to MASTER 500GT

Sea time: 
12 months as OOW

120 day's Watchkeeping

 
Pathway to MASTER 3000GT

Sea time: 
24 months as OOW

240 day's Watchkeeping

Fire Fighting and Fire Prevention

Personal Survival

Career Pathway from Deckhand to Master 3000GT (Superyachts)

You start here
All crew must complete STCW Basic Safety

Training

Personal Safety and Social Responsibilities

If no yachting experience then consider
our 

Superyacht Deckhand course

Elementary First Aid

Proficiency in Security Awareness 
(introduced to STCW in 2017)

RYA Yachtmaster Offshore
 

Click for sea time requirements
Required for lead deckhand/Bosun

Find a Job on a Superyacht

Complete the ENG 1 Medical

Start ticking off skills in your training
record book

 
What is this book?

General Ships Knowledge
(5 days)

Proficiency in Medical First Aid
(5 days)

Pathway to Officer of the Watch
Sea time: 

36 months sea service, hold YM
Offshore, theory and practical.

Completed training record book
 

Sea time requirements

OOW Navigation and Radar
(3 weeks)

Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue
boats

(5 days)

Efficient Deck hand (EDH)**
(5 days)

GMDSS GOC radio
(2 weeks)

ECDIS
(5 days)

Human Elenent, leadership and
Management (HELM)
"Operational level"

(3 days)

MCA Oral (one-to-one exam)

Qualify as 
MCA Officer of the Watch (OOW)

 
For Yachts less than 3000GT

Pathway to Chief mate
 

To qualify as no additional 
sea time required 

Human Element, Leadership and
Management

(Management level)
( 5 days)

Advanced Fire Fighting 
(4 days)

Apply for MCA endorsement

Stability - Master Yachts (4 days)

Qualify as 
MCA Chief mate

 
For yachts less than 3000GT

Business and law - Master Yachts (5 days)

Navigation, Radar, and ARPA Simulator ( 2 weeks)

Seamanship and Meteorology - Master Yachts (5 days)

Proficiency in Medical Care (5 days)

Human Element, Leadership, and Management
(management level) (5 days)**

MCA Celestial Navigation and written exam (5 days)

RYA Yachtmster Ocean
(2 - 4 weeks)

Qualify as 
MCA MASTER 500GT

 
For Yachts less than 3000GT

Qualify as 
MCA MASTER 300GT

 
For Yachts less than 3000GT

Notes
STCW minimum requirement to start a career on a Superyacht. Personal Survival and Fire expire

every 5 years

RYA Yachtmaster power or sail required for lead deckhand or Bosun.

Must hold EDH for 18 months before issuing of OOW

After qualifying for OOW can bypass Chief mate and train for MASTER 500 or MASTER 3000GT

Flying Fish 2021

MCA Oral (one-to-one exam)

https://www.flyingfishonline.com/useful-stuff/mca-sea-time-requirements/
https://www.flyingfishonline.com/useful-stuff/mca-sea-time-requirements/
https://www.flyingfishonline.com/superyachts/course/superyacht-deckhand-training-course/
https://www.flyingfishonline.com/yachting/course/rya-yachtmaster-power-theory-practical/
https://www.flyingfishonline.com/useful-stuff/eng-1-medical/
https://www.flyingfishonline.com/useful-stuff/training-record-book/
https://www.flyingfishonline.com/useful-stuff/mca-sea-time-requirements/
https://www.flyingfishonline.com/useful-stuff/mca-sea-time-requirements/
https://www.flyingfishonline.com/useful-stuff/mca-sea-time-requirements/

